
 
Mr. Roy M. Arrigo 
6724 Bellaire Drive 

New Orleans, LA 70124 
 

My name is Roy Arrigo, and my home backs up to the 17th Street Canal. 
 
On September 16 of this year, The Times Picayune reported that: 
 
 Flood Protection Authority attorneys argued property owners on the canal knew or 
should have known when they bought their homes that swaths of their land adjacent 
to the levee toe had to remain free of obstructions that could prevent floodwall and 
levee inspections. 
 
Today, I would like to address this one inaccurate and disengenious statement that the 
property owners should or even could have known of this alleged servitude. 
 
I have attached the survey from when I purchased my property.  Is there anything on it 
that would indicate any kind of servitude?  Is this the survey that those flood protection 
attorneys showed you or did they show you a different one?  
 
I have also attached a statement made by Linda Labure, the chief of the Corps’ real estate 
division.  She explains why these servitude claims wouldn’t show on a survey.  She 
acknowledges that this claimed servitude is not registered with the parish.  The parish 
doesn’t know, but the homeowners should?  
 
  Link to a recording of Linda Labure’s comments: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YHxPwM62pLA 
 
Should we have known from observation or experience? When you walk in the back of 
these properties yes of course there’s a levee back there, but there were fences too. This 
board and its advisors say this alleged servitude was never enforced, on this one point we 
can agree, because never before have the homeowners along the canal been denied the 
right to fence in their property on their property lines…that is until this board voted to 
take away that right for the first time in May of ‘08.  The servitude was never enforced 
because it never existed, not until a plan was put together to create it in 2007. 
  
From 2005 to June of ‘07 the Corps, including their real estate department was publicly 
stating that it was going to need to purchase this land, if the homeowners should have 
known why didn’t the Corps?  Please see the attached ‘need-to-buy’ news article dated 
12/05.  When the Corps presented this need-to-buy to the levee board, the commissioners 
didn’t claim any servitude; they correctly speculated that the property owners would 
probably understand if portions of their property needed to be purchased from them in the 
interest of better flood protection.  It’s all in the attached levee board minutes.  If the 
homeowners should have known otherwise, why didn’t the levee commissioners?  
 



City government didn’t know either; I have also attached a page from then City 
Councilman Jay Batt’s website citing the Corps’ need to purchase this land. 
 
Why didn’t the levee board know in June of 2007?  That’s when Mr. Bob Turner, on 
behalf of the levee board, asked the attorney general for an opinion if they could claim 
servitude where none had been claimed before.  It’s also attached.  If it should have been 
known otherwise by the homeowners up to that date, why did Mr. Turner have to ask, 
shouldn’t he have known otherwise too?   
 
The real answer is that this new toe plus 6 concept didn’t even exist until government 
lawyers concocted it, or in their own words “unearthed” this old law. Again please see 
the attached news article.  The article also explains that neither Corps lawyers nor state 
lawyers, wanted to own up to who made the miraculous find that suddenly told them that 
they no longer needed to buy the land as they had previously claimed they needed to do.  
Shortly there after the Corps and levee board’s mantra as well as the headlines went from 
‘needing to purchase this land’ to ‘we found an old law’. See the attached news article.  
Yet there are those who advise this board that the homeowners should have known all 
along.    
 
 
The Corps own engineers, their real estate people, the levee board and it’s 
commissioners, city and parish government, and the local media all knew that this land 
needed to be purchased from the property owners.  Yet your attorneys say that all along 
the homeowners should have known otherwise. This makes no sense.  Unlike those who 
just throw out that homeowners knew or should have known with nothing to back it up,  I 
would like to point out that every fact that I have presented here is backed by documents 
that I have attached.  Thank You 
 
 
Attachments include:  
1. Survey from when I purchased my property along the 17th St Canal 
2. Text of a statement from Linda LaBure-Corps Real Estate Division 
3. News paper article about Corps needing to buy this land (only referenced pages) 
4. Page from City Councilperson Jay Batt’s website reporting the need to purchase. 
5. Minutes from OLD board meeting where Corps acknowledges needing to purchase this 
land and levee commissioners accept that. (Only referenced and related pages from those 
minutes) 
6.Attorney general opinion request from Bob Turner (only cover and last pages showing 
dates). 
7.  ‘They unearthed a new law’ news paper article. 
I will gladly provide any of the above shortened documents in their entirety.  Please make 
request to royarrigo@hotmail.com 
 
 





Linda LaBure, Chief of Real Estate for the Corps Of Engineers acknowledges that 
they know that their claims are not recorded with the parish. 
 
From public meeting at Saint Dominic’s on April 11, 2007 
 
When asked by a homeowner at 5328 Bellaire Drive why no R.O.W. showed on any of 
his surveys dating back to 1955 when he purchased his property: 
 
LaBure: We noticed both cases, we have seen some deeds where a a surveyor may have 
acknowledged the presence of the levee----there and some that don’t.  You have to 
recognize again this levee was put there and the levee maintained it ‘s right to, by 
recorded right with the city or the levee board or the doctrine of unopposed use.  So you 
may not have that on that survey. I, I don’t want to advise you what you can, you know, 
to do with your your particular survey but that’s a typical situation where you might see 
something  ahh that’s on the survey or not.  You typically not going to see things that  
might have come into being as a virtue of a statutory right or regulatory right. So that 
would be why wouldn’t  see that on your ahh survey.  
 
Home Owner: So the survey was useless? 
 
LaBure: Ah, I don’t know that it’s useless it doesn’t acknowledge, it doesn’t 
acknowledge what can be done the um the state law Ok cuz there are recorded rights and 
there are statutory rights and regulatory rights. 
 
A recording of this comment can be viewed at: 
 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YHxPwM62pLA 
 





New Orleans Council District A  
 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 05, 2006 

Decisions due on taking private land for levee 
upgrades  
Homeowners along the canals that breached following the Aug. 29 hurricane 
may learn this month how much private property the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers intends to take over in order to strengthen local flood protection.  
 
Frederick Young, the corps manager of the levee repair and upgrading 
projects now under way, told a committee of the Orleans Levee Board today 
that an evaluation of land needs along the canal floodwalls is in process. He 
said the repair and restoration of three damaged levees is 40 percent 
complete and said the corps intends to complete the restoration of the 
levees to pre-Hurricane Katrina strength by June 1.  
 
Young's comment on the need to acquire private property came in response 
to a question by homeowner Danielle Miller, who said her Lakewood South 
home, which was damaged by the flooding, lies adjacent to the 17th Street 
Canal.  
 
Weve gutted our house, but were waiting to find out if youre going to take 
any of our property before we start renovations, she said.  
 
Young said the corps is looking at the need to acquire more land on either 
side of the 17th Street, and London Avenue canals in order to provide better 
access for levee maintenance and Sewerage and Water Board personnel, 
among others.  
 
Within two to three weeks were going to know where we have to go, he said.  
 
In an update to the Levee Board committee, Young said the seven contracts 
under way on repairs to the Inner Harbor Navigation Canal, also known as 
the Industrial Canal, are 40 percent complete. Most involve T-wall 
construction to bolster the existing levees, he said.  
 
Initial repairs to the 17th Street and London   Avenue canals are complete 
and the final phase of construction on those canal improvements will begin 
in the next two weeks, he said.  
 
Young said the corps has not yet made final decisions on protective 
structures to be built at the lake ends of the 17th Street, Orleans and 
London   Avenue canals. He previously has said that some type of gate will 
be the likely short-term solution to protecting the canals from storm surges 
from the lake.  
 
In response to a question by Levee Board member Darrel Saizan on how 
the corps will handle acquisitions of private property, Young said the corps 
will seek help from the city.  
 
We will go to the mayor and ask the mayor (for) assistance in obtaining the 
property, he said.  
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